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The Abfurdity of the civil Magiftrate’s interfering in Matters of Religion. 
’ WEE. Eb 


Fura inventa metu injufti fateare neceffe eft, 
= . : 
Tempora fi faftofque velis evolvere mundt. Hor. 


ANKIND being naturally free, and with refpect to a Right of Dominion, 
MI upon a perfect Equality ; it is abfurd to fuppofe, that any Man, or Body of 

Men, would ever have confented to refign that Freedom, and Equality, by 

fubmitting to the Government and Controul of another, but for fome 
Advantages they expected from fuch Submiffion. Nor would they have acted rationally 
in thus fubjecting themfelves from the Profpect of any Adyantages unequivalent to their 
natural Liberty, voluntarily furrendered ; becaufe that would have been parting with a 
greater for a lefler Good, or an Alienation of an incitimable Jewel, without a valuable 
Confideration. It is therefore unreafonable to imagine they had lefs in View, than a 
Remedy for the Inconveniences that fprang from a State of Nature, in which, for want 
of a Judge, armed with proper Authority, to decide Controverfies, the Weak were a 
perpetual Prey to the Powerful, who were under no other Reftraint from violating the 
Pofleffions of their Neighbours, than the Dictates of Reafon, which were feldom 
fufficiently regarded. It was therefore to avoid thofe Inconveniences that they entered 
into Society. Now thefe being only evitable by invefting one or more with fufficient 
Authority, to preferve to every Individual, the undifturbed Enjoyment of his Acquifitions, 
and the Security of his Perfon ; or, in other Words, to repel every unreafonable Attempt 


upon his Perfon or Fortune ; Magiftrates were appointed, -and invefted with the total 





Power of all the Conftituents, fubject to the Rules and Regulations agreed upon by the 





original Compact, for the Good of the Community, and the Eafe and Tranquility of the ; 





People under their Government. ‘This Tranquility and Advantage, confifting in defending 
every Member in the Pofleflon of his legal Rights, (that is, of thofe Things which by 
the original Laws of the Society were to be perfonally his) againft every illegal Invafion, | 
or, which is the fame Thing, in Oppofitien to all Violence contrary to thofe Laws ; it 


follows, that while the Magiftrate defends his Subjects in the peaceable Poffeffion of thei AL. 





Rights, by punifhing the Invader, &c. he acts in Character, and anfwers the Defign of his 4 
Appointment : But when he interferes with Things foreign to that Bufinefs ; as whether f iz 
r a Mar . 








to his Jurifdiction. Nothing, therefore, but what is injurious to the Society 





tA4 The INDEPENDENT REFLECTOR. 


» Man will fay his Prayers ftanding or knecling, whether a plaited Surplice, or a 
fweeping Cloak be moft Apoftolic, or whether Pope ‘Joan was a Man ora Woman, 
with other Points of equal Importance to the Intereft of the Common-Wealth ; he 
exceeds the Bounds of his Authority, and takes Cognizance of what was never fubmitted 


» oF fome 
particular Member of it, can be the proper Object of civil Punifhment ; becaufe, 
nothing elfe falls within the Defign of forming the Society. For this, and this only, 
was the Magiftrate invefted with his Power, over the Perfons who fubmitted themfelves 
tohim. But the religious Opinions and Speculations of the Subject, cannot be prejudicial 
to the Society, as a Society ; mor to any particular Member of it ; hessedia fuch 
Opinions and Speculations are not injurious ¢ither to the Perfon or Pofleffion of another : 
And all that is neceflary to the Welfare of the Society, is, that no fuch Injury be 
committed. Matters of Religion relate to another Werld, and have nothing to de wtih 
the Intereft of the State. The firft refides in the Minds and Confciences of Men ; the 
latter in the outward Peace and Profperity of the Public. It is the Bufinefs of the civil 
Power, to fee that the Common-Wealth fuffer no Injury, whether it be attempted on a 
religious, or any other Pretence. But provided he hurt no Man, every Subject has a 
Right to be protected in the Exercife of the Liberty of thinking about Religion, as he 
judges proper, as well as of acting in Conformity thereto. Religious Opinions and 
Speculations come not therefore within the Defign of cloathing the Magiftrate with a 
Superiority over the Subject; nor are they proper Objects for the Exercife of his 
Authority. Neither did there arife any Inconveniences from fuch Opinions in a State of 
Nature, nor confequently could their Regulation or Reftraint, be any Part of the Origin 
or Intention of entering into civil Society. And every Exertion of Power contrary to, 
or which was no Part of, the Defign of creating the Magiftrate, muft of Neceflity be 
Ufurpation and Tyranny. It muft be injurious and oppreffive, and all his Decifions 
concerning Matters of Religion, are to be regarded as unauthoritative Adjudications. 
For furely it could never enter into the Heart of Man to fubmit his Judgment in Matters 
of Religion to his Ruler, not only becaufe it is impoffible for all his Subjeéts to concur 
with him in Opinion, but alfo becaufe no Man, of any Religion at all, would reduce 
himfelf to the Neceffity of worfhipping God in a Manner he thought difagreable to him ; 
which mutt often be the Cafe, if he is obliged to be of the Magiftrate’s Religion. From 
all which it cleariy follows, that the civil Power hath no Jurifdiction over the 
Sentiments or Opinions of the Subject, till fuch Opinions break out into Actions 
prejudicial to the Community, and then it is not the Opinion, but the Action that is 
the Object of the Punifhment. For tho’ a Man entertained fuch Opinions as would, if 
reduced to Practice, be dangerous to the Society, yet while they lie dormant in his 
Breaft, they injure no Man; and if no Perfon is injured, no Crime is committed ; and 
without a Crime, there can be no Room for Punifhment. On the Contrary, fhould a 
Man’s Sentiments be never fo rational or (what is a more acceptable Phrafe to fome 
never fo) orthodox, yet if he damaged others by his Actions, there is no Doubt of his 
deferving Punifhment, with all his Orthodoxy about him. 


Anp of this Opinion appears to have been the famous GALLIo, of whom St. LUKE 
makes fuch honourable mention in the As of the Apoftles. ‘The Jews it feems, not 
being able to maintain the Field againft St. Paut by Reafon and Argument, very 
orthodoxly had recourfe to the fecular Arm, and indeed fell to downright Mobbing 


The Apoftle’s d 


liflenting from the eftablithed Synagorue was magnified into Sedition, 
ind his preaching the Word 


God reprefented as an atrocious Crim rainit ¢ 
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State. But GALtto, a Man of Senfe and Difcretion, accurately diftinguifhes between 
political Offences and religious Opinions. He tells the Complainants, that if the Apoftle 
had been guilty of a civ// Injury, or Breach of the Law, he would take Cognizance of 
the Matter, and punith the Offence. But if the Controverfy turn’d upon theological 
Speculations, about Words and Afions, Forms and Ceremonies, he had no Authority to 
interfere in the Cafe. “ And when Gattto (fays the facred Hiftorian) was the 
«© Deputy of Achaia, the Jews made InfurreGion with one accord againft Pau/, and 
‘¢ brought him to the Judgment Seat : Saying, this Fellow perfuadeth Men to worfhip 
“ God contrary tothe Law. And when Paul was now about to open his Mouth, 
« Gattio faid unto the Jews, if it were a Matter of Wrong, or wicked Lewdnefs, O 
“ye Jews, Reafon would that I fhould bear with you; But if it be a Queftion of Words 
“ and Names, and of your Law, look ye to it; For I witt Be no JupcGe of fuch 
“ Matters. And he drove them from the Judgment Seat. és xiii. 12. &e. 


HENCE it appears, what little Foundation there is for calling in the fecular Arm for 
the Support of Religion, or forcing the Confeience by Pains and Penalties. 


Nor are the Advocates for religious Tyranny, greater Enemies to the Liberties of 
Mankind in general, than to the Repofe of Princes in particular. For tho’ the Spirits 
of Men may for fome Time be broke and depreffed, by an ufurped Dominion over their 
Judgments, yet will they fooner or later burft their Fetters, aflert their Rights, and 
fhake the Throne of their ruthlefs Oppreflor. This was the Cafe of that unhappy 
Monarch, who, intoxicated with the Notion that he might lawfully and innocently do 
what Mifchief and Wickednefs he would, and had a Charter from Gop to refemble 
the Devil, ufurped fuch an Authority over the Confciences of his Subjeéts, as coft him 
his Throne, and fent him te count his Beads ina Convent. The Truth is, Religion is 
not to be propagated by Violence: It was not originally eftablifhed by Perfecution, nor 
will Perfecution ever be the proper Means of defending it. Fully fenfible of this was 
the great Deliverer of the Nation, the glorious King WiLL1aM, of immortal Memory, 
when he declared, that ** he would maintain and defend the Church, but would hurt 
*¢ no Man for diflenting from it.” Nor can I forbear concluding this Paper with thofe 
beautiful Verfes which Mr. WALsH has put into the Mouth of that illuftrious Prince, 


when he introduces him failing to England, on the godlike Defign of delivering us from 
Popery and arbitrary Power. 


‘«¢ Firm on the rolling Deck he ftood, 
*« Unmov’d, beheld the breaking Flood, 
** With black’ning Storms combin’d : 
Virtue, he cry’d, will force its Way, 
** The Wird may for a while delay, 
** Not alter our Defign. 


«* The Men whom felith Hopes inflame, 
*“ Or Vanity allures to Fame, 

« May be to Fear betray’d: 
But here a Church for Succour flies, 
Infulted Law expiring lies, 


** And loudly calls for Aid, 


a” 
vo 


“ Yes, 














“ Yes, Briten:, yes, with ardent Zeal, 

« I come the wounded Heart to heal, 
“ The wounded Hand to bind : 

“ See Tools of arbitrary Sway, 

“ And Priefts, like Locufts, fcout away, 
* Before the weftern Wind. 


“ Law fhall again, her Force refume, 
“ Religion clear’d from Clouds of Rome, 
“ With brighter Rays advance. 
“ The Britif Ficet thall rule the Deep, 
“ The Britif Youth, as rous’d from Sleep, 


* Serike Terror into France. 


“ Nor fhall thefe Promifes of Fate, 
“* Be limited to my fhort Date, 
*¢ When I from Cares withdraw : 
* Still fhall the Britifh Sceptre ftand, 
“ Still fourith in a female Hand, 
“ And to Mankind give Awe. 


** But know thefe Promifes are given, 

“ Thefe great Rewards imperial Heaven, 
“ Does on thefe Terms decree ; 

“ That firi@ly punifhing Men’s Faults, 

“ You let their Confciences and Thoughts 
“ Reft abfolutely free. 


Let no falfe Politicks confine, 

« In narrow Bounds, your vaft Defign, 
* To make Mankind unite ; 

“ Nor think it a fufficient Caufe, 

“* To punifh Men by penal Laws, 
« For not believing right. 

“© Reme, whofe blind Zeal deftroys Mankind, 

« Reme’s Sons thall your Compaffion find, 
“ Who ne’er Compaffion knew, 

« By nobler AGtiions theirs condemn ; 

“ For what has been reproach’d in them, 
«“ Can ne’er be prais’d in you. 


The Inperenpent RerrecrTor. 








=i 


—————— 








Naw-Youx : Priated by J. Parker, at the Mew Priatiag-Ofice in Beaver-Street, 
by whom Letters te the Auther are cartfully deliverid. 
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